
The Linguistics and Knowledge About Language in Education 

(LKALE) BAAL SIG Annual report 2017  

 

 Names and email addresses of current committee members  

  

Committee members are appointed for a term of two years.   

 

Convenor -     Urszula Clark. U.clark@aston.ac.uk  

Sept 16 to Sept 18 – replacing Esther Daborn 

 

Meetings Co-ordinator   Vivienne Rogers.V.e.rogers@swansea.ac.uk  

Sept 16 to Sept18   

 

Publicity/web officer     Victorina Gonzalez-Diaz v.gonzalez-diaz@liverpool.ac.uk  

Sept 17 to Sept 19 – replacing Vivienne Rogers  

 

Treasurer  Lise Fontaine l.fontaine@cardiff.ac.uk  

Sept 16 to Sept 18  

 

Secretary  Sally Zacharias sally.zacharias@glasgow.ac.uk  

May 17 to May 19 

 

Ordinary member confirmed for continuation one more year to September 2018: 

  

Charlotte Kemp  charlotte.kemp@ed.ac.uk  

 

  

Esther Daborn stepped down from convening the SIG due to retirement. At the AGM held on 

15th May 2017, Victorina Gonzalez-Dias was appointed as the SIG’s publicity/web designer 

in place of Vivienne Rogers, with Vivienne continuing as meetings co-ordinator and Sally 

Zacharias agreed to take on the role of secretary. Ordinary member continuation for a further 

year was also agreed. Given that the AGM has moved from September to May, it makes 

sense move election dates from September to May. This will be discussed at the AGM in 

May 2018.  

  

  

•    Brief report of SIG activities during the year  

  

CARDIFF UNIVERSITY March 2016: Lise Fontaine hosted a symposium on Register at 

Cardiff University.  

 

 LKALE PRESENTATION BANGOR, June 2016: Urszula Clark, Lise Fontaine, Esther 

Daborn, Sally Zacharias and Eowyn Crisfeld presented a paper at the International 

Conference on Bilingualism in Education entitled: Teaching with and for diversity: what 

teachers need to know about language and how researchers can (and should!) support them.  

 

JULY 2016: Urszula Clark was a Keynote Speaker at: The Centre for the Study of Literacies 

conference 'Language, Literacy and Identity'  Literacy as a social semiotic.  
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BAAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE SEPTEMBER 2016: The SIG held its first ever dedicated 

SIG track with a series of excellent papers. However, attendance at the track was 

disappointing, and given sparse attendance at the AGM plus consultation with convenors of 

other BAAL SIGs, it was decided to move the AGM  to the Spring SIG meeting.   

  

 

OCTOBER  2016 Lise Fontaine is a Keynote Speaker at: A Systemic Functional Linguistics 

Perspective on additional language development. Keynote speaker. Theories of Second and 

Foreign Language Acquisition as a Basis for Research on the Role of Language in Teaching 

and Learning Curriculum Subjects, Graduate Academy of Literacy and Language Education 

of the Mercator Institute, University of Wuppertal, Wuppertal, Germany, October 2016. 

 

CAMBRIDGE ASSESSMENT: ASPECTS OF WRITING SEMINAR NOVEMBER 2016: 

Urszula Clark presented a seminar at this event, that considered changes in student creative 

writing at GCSE from the 1980s to 2014. http://www.cambridgeassessment.org.uk/aspects-

of-writing/  

 

21st March 2017. Vivienne Rogers gave a talk at the York  Language Teaching Forum 

http://www.languageteachingforum.org/past-events.html#rogers     

 

SPRING ANNUAL MEETING SHEFFIELD 2017: we welcomed 25 participants from a 

wide range of backgrounds to its second Spring meeting at Sheffield on May 15th 2017. Of 

the two key themes identified at last year’s meeting, namely: a) Metalanguage and its 

transference to classroom contexts and  b) Ways to affect practice and influence policy 

opportunities, this year’s meeting focussed upon theme a).  

 

The meeting considered Approcahes to teaching grammar and knowledge about language. 

Talks centred upon the application of cognitive linguistics (Marcello Giovanelli, Aston; 

Jessica Mason, Sheffiled Hallam), corpus linguistics (Viander Valler, Edinburgh) SFL (Lise 

Fontaine, Cardiff) and genre pedagogy (Nick Moore, Sheffield Hallam) to teaching grammar 

and KAL.  

  

•    Current financial position of the SIG: £227.63. The Sheffield May meeting made a 

surplus of £41.63 (tbc) to add to this amount.   

 

•    Report on any matters put to the vote among SIG members.    

 

 Lise Fontaine (treasurer) proposed a change to the constitution for the Treasurer role – her 

experience as treasurer for other SIGs and associations in having dealt with the banks 

concerning change of signatories for three different associations, has led her to question the 

Treasurer role changing every two years. A related problem is that the Chair is also a 

signatory so we have a similar issue there. The matter was discussed at the AGM held on 15th 

May 2017. Proposal to amend the Constitution accepted, and advice to be sought from BAAL 

SIG Convenor  

 

 

•    Brief indication of any future plans:   

 

Ways to establish contact with practicing teachers to be sought more actively, through 

associations such as NATE and NALDIC. 
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Urszula Clark (Aston) and Victorina Gonzalez-Diaz (Liverpool) are working with Debra 

Myhill and Phil Durrant (Exeter) on a bid for ESRC funding for a corpus based study into 

pupils’ development of speech and writing.  

 

 

Future Spring SIG meetings planned: 2018  - Aston, 2019 – Oxford, 2020 – Liverpool.  

 

•    A list of all names on the SIG’s current mailing list –   

 

All members are registered as part of the BAAL-LKALE@jiscmail.com list. There are 

currently 60+ members registered.  

 

LKALE Committee May 2017   
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