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Cognitive linguistics offers a radically different way of exploring the relationship 
between thought and language from traditional and functional approaches to 
language. Despite the fact that it has gained considerable status as a pedagogical tool 
in an L2 context (e.g. Littlemore 2009; Tyler 2012), its use in developing L1 learners’ 
abilities to explore grammar and meaning has so far been undeveloped. 

This paper builds on Halliday’s (2002) notion of ‘grammatics’ to examine how 
teachers may use knowledge about language ‘to think with’ in designing classroom 
activities. Providing an overview of the parameters of cognitive linguistics and its 
pedagogical potential, we specifically draw on our own research (Giovanelli 2014, 
2017; Giovanelli and Mason 2015; Mason 2014; Mason and Giovanelli, in press) that 
explores the application of cognitive linguistics in context of studying fiction in the 
classroom. In doing do, we argue that the opportunities offered by what we term a 
‘cognitive grammatics’ represent a rich and plausible pedagogy for the classroom 
teacher. 
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